Appl. No. 10/755,427 

Amendment dated November 24, 2010 

Reply to Office Action Mailed August 24, 2010 

The tbilowing listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 

the application: 

Listina of Claims: 

Claim 1 (CiUTenlly amended): An applicator for attac tHi^t^fast^He rs to b edy-tertie comprising: 
a distal portion having an elongate outer tube, a connecting end and a terminal end; 
a proximal portion having a handle and an actuator, the proximal portion being attached 

to the connecting end of the distal portion; 

a plurality of electrically non-conductive fasteners; and 

a rotator cooperating with the actuator, the rotator including a longitudinal groove 
extending along at least a portion thereof, the groove configured to receive a portion of at least 
two fasteners of the plurality of fasteners, wherein the rotator resides within and extends 
substantially the length of the outer tube such that actuation of the actuator results in rotation and 
translation of the at least one fastener relative to the outer tube while the rotator remains 
longitudinally stationary with respect to the outer lube such that actuation of the rotator ejects at 
least one fastener of the plurality of faslcncrs from Ihc terminal end. 

Claim 2 (Previously presenled): The applicator of claim 1 further comprising: 
a lock/'clip indictilor for engaging Ihc plurality of fasteners: and 
a load spring for applying longitudinal forces against the lock/clip indicator. 

Claim 3 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 2, wherein the lock/clip indicator is 
configured to prevent actuation of the actuator upon discharge of the plurality of fasteners from 
the applicator. 
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Claim 4 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim I l urllier comprising: 

a thread fomi contained in an interior of the terminal end ada|)led to engage the plurality 
of fasteners. 

Claim 5 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 4, wherein the thread Ibnn is an 
interlock spring fixedly retained in the interior of the tenninal end. 

Claim 6 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 1 ftrther comprising: 

a nose piece attached to the temiinal end, the nose piece having stmcture projecting 
perpendicularly toward a longitudinal axis of the outer tube and adapted to engage the plurality 
ollasteners. 

Claim 7 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim K wherein the distal pt)rlion and the 
pro.Nimal portion arc relcasahly secured together. 

Claim 8 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 7, wherein the distal portion is 
disposable and the proximal portion is reusable. 

Claim 9 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim I, wherein the actuator includes: 

a lever having a fnst end and a second end, the lever pivolally attached about a midpoint 
to the handle; 

the lirsi end of the lever for gripping by hand; 

a leail screw rotatahly attached to an interior of the handle: 
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a nut driver, the second end of the lever pivotally attached to the nut driver, the nut driver 
for traveling along the lead screw, thereby turning the lead screw; and 

the lead screw attached to the rotator so that as the lever is depressed by hand the nut 
driver will travel along the lead screw towards the rotator thereby turning the rotator in the 
process. 

Claim 10 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 9, wherein the lead screw is a high 
helix lead screw. 

Claim 1 1 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 9, wherein the lever has a midsection 
extension. 

Claim 12 (Previously presenlcd): The applicat(^r of claim 1 1, further comprising gear icelh 
formed within the interior of the handle. 

Claim 13 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 12, further comprising a spring loaded 
pawl pivotally attached to the midsection extension and adapted to engage the gear teeth. 

Claim 14 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 1, wherein the actuator includes: 

a lever having a first end, a midsection, and a second end, the first end pivotally attached 

to the handle, the midsection for gripping by hand; 

a lead screw rotatably attached to an interior of the handle; 

a nut driver, the second end pivotally attached to the nut driver, the nut driver for 
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traveling along the lead screw, thereby turning the lead screw; and 

means for the lead screw to releasably engage the rotator so that as the lever is depressed 

by hand, the nut driver will travel along the lead screw toward the rotator thereby turning the 

rotator in the process and sii that when the lever is returned lo its undepressed posilioji. the lead 

screw will rotate in the reverse direction and independently of the rotator which remains 

stationary. 

Claim 15 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 14, wherein the lead screw is a high 
helix lead screw. 

Claim 16 (Previously presentetl): The applicator of claim 14, wherein the releasable engagement 
means is a ratchet mechanism. 

Claim 1 7 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 14, wherein the lever has a mid- 
scclion extension, formed in ihc mid-scclii)n extension are a plurality of teeth. 

Claim 1 S (Previously presented): The applicatii)n uf claim I 7, lurther comprising a latch pawl 
cvu^perating with the teeth to prohibit ihe lever from backstroking until it has been completely 
depressed. 

Claim 1 9 (Currenlly amended): An applicator 4w4tlteelTif>g4iairl«fteFs4^ 
comprising: 

an actuator; 
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a-pl urul i ty o f^'afiteneFiyt 

a rotator operatively coupled to the aclualor, the rotator having a longiuulinal groove 
atki^pted-ieH-eeei-ve^i-twr(4t'>f^C')^ 

a pluralitv of tasteners disposed about Ihc rolalor. each fastener havinu a portion thereof 
positioned within the lonuitudinal urooveoCthe rotator: and 

an outer tube surrounding at least a portion o|- the rotator, wherein actuation ofthe 
actuator results in rotation and translation oFeach fastener ofthe plurality of fasteners relative to 
the outer tube and the rotator remains axially stationary with respect to the outer tube. 

Claim 20 (Previously presented): The applicator of claimM 9, wherein the rotator is 
configured to eject each fastener and tlie longitudinal groove is conllgured to releasably receive 
the portion of each one ofthe plurality of lastcncrs. 

Claim 21 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 10, wherein the longitudinal groove 
is ailaptcd lo slidably receive ihc portion ol cach one i^l lhc plurality ol fasteners. 

Claim 22 (Previously presented): 'fhe applicator of claim 19, wherein at least a portion of 
each one ofthe plurality of fasteners surrounds the rotator. 

Claim 23 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 1 , wherein the longitudinal groove 
is formed on an outer surface ofthe rotator. 

Claim 24 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 23, wherein the longitudinal groove 
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is substantially parallel to a longitudinal axis of the rotator. 



Claim 25 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim I , wherein at lea.st one fastener of 
the plurality of fasteners is formed from an ab.sorbable material. 

Claim 26 (Previously presented): fhe applicator of claim I wherein at least one fastener of 
the plurality of fasteners is formed from an absorbable material. 

Claim 27 (Previously presented): The applicator of claim 1 9, vvhcreiji actuation of the rotator 
ejects at least one fastener of the plurality of fasteners fi-om the terminal end. 

Claim 28 (Currently amciided): An applicator fef-aitiiehi-nj^5 t e n e r s t o ba dy tissu e 
comprising: 

a plurality of fasteners; 

a housing: 

an elongate tubular member extending from the housing; 

a rotator disposed in the elongate tubular member, the rotator having a longitudinal 
groove adi^pled4(-vrefreive thai eng ages a porlion of each fastener of the plurality of faslcners; and 

an actuator located in the housing, the actuator operably coupled to the rotator such that a 
first actuation of the actuator rotates and ejects a first fastener of the plurality of fasteners and a 
second actuation of the actuator rotates and ejects a second fastener of the plurality of fasteners. 
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Claim 20 (Previously presented): The applicator ofclaim 2S, wherein the housing includes a 
handle and the actuator is responsive to actuation of the handle. 



Claim 30 (Previously presented): The applicator ofclaim 2<S, wherein al least one fastener of 
the plurality of fasteners is formed from an absorbable material. 

Claim 3 1 (New): The applicator of claini 28, wherein the longitudinal groove receives a 
portion of each fastener of the plurality of fasteners. 



